
HUNTER ELEMENTARY

GUIDELINE FOR SUCCESS: BE KIND, BE HELPFUL, BE EXCELLENT!

MOTTO: “Hand in Hand, Heart to Heart, Working Together”

MASCOT: Hornet

SCHOOL COLORS:  Black and Gold

MISSION STATEMENT:

The mission of Hunter Elementary School is to create a positive, safe and secure
learning environment. All students will reach their highest academic, social and physical
potential through the coordinated efforts of families, staff and community.  We value
each child’s uniqueness and commit ourselves to sharing the responsibility for achieving
high academic standards, enhancing student self-esteem, promoting cultural diversity
and fostering positive social growth.

THINGS TO BRING TO SCHOOL
● A healthy body that has had lots of sleep.  This is especially important when school

first resumes in the fall and in the spring when the sun is out late into the evening.
● An attitude for “effective effort.”
● Completed homework.
● Money for payment of meals, books and other school-related items. Spirit Days are

every Friday and Hunter t-shirts and sweatshirts can be purchased at the school
office at any time.  Please encourage students to keep money in a safe place while
at school. Lost money is the student’s responsibility.

● Teachers will provide students with a list of supply items needed for classrooms.

THINGS TO LEAVE HOME
● Please do not bring the following items to school: electronic equipment or games,

(CD players, MP3s/Ipods, PSPs, etc.) toys, large sums of money or other valuables.
Cell phones are discouraged.  We recognize that parents may require students to
carry cell phones for emergency situations however, during school hours, including
lunch and recess, the expectation is that cell phones will remain off, unused and
out-of-sight. Students and their families are responsible for any lost personal items.
Parents may be asked pick up confiscated items at the office.

● Weapons (real or toy) or other items that are or could be a threat to the safety or well
being of any person on the school campus should never be brought to school.
These items will be subject to strict disciplinary action that may result in suspension
or expulsion from school.  See Students Rights, Responsibility, and Behavioral
Handbook for more details.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

PLEASE NOTIFY THE OFFICE for change of:

● Phone (home, work, cell, emergency contacts)
● Address (residence, mailing)
● Custody arrangements

It is essential that the school have current contact information in case of injuries,
emergencies, or needed contact.

ABSENCES – 95% ATTENDACE IS OUR SCHOOL WIDE GOAL!
Parents are asked to notify the school when a child is absent, either by phone or written
note.  If we have not received notification, calls will be made home to verify the
absence. In accordance with District regulations, students are withdrawn from our
attendance records when they have been absent for more than ten consecutive school
days for any reason.  Excessive absences will be referred to the Superintendent of
Schools.  Students who arrive more than 60 minutes after the start of the school day (or
depart more than 60 minutes prior to the end of the school day) will be considered
one-half day absent.
Reporting an Absence – Parents or Guardians may call the school at 456-5775, and
press "1" at any time during the initial recorded phone message to arrive at the
absences voicemail box.  This box will be checked periodically throughout the day.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS
Hunter Elementary offers after school classes for students who qualify or need
assistance in becoming more academically proficient. Please watch for additional
information.

ATTIRE
Students should wear clothes that are comfortable and appropriate for the school
setting.  Clothing must not display alcohol or tobacco products or other inappropriate
symbols.  Shorts and skirts of an appropriate length may be worn in warmer weather
when no snow is present.  Clothing should not be distracting to others.  Headgear is not
to be worn while inside the building. See student rights.
Shoes/Clothing - Students will need a pair of non-marking tennis type shoes to keep in
their classrooms.  These shoes should be used for P.E. class and for wearing inside the
building rather than boots or outside footwear.  Shoes should be marked with the
student’s name.  For safety reasons, “flip-flops” and high-heel shoes should not be worn
to school.  Female students who regularly wear dresses/skirts to school are asked to
keep slacks or sweatpants at school to wear for P.E. class.  Please label clothing with
the student's name and room number.
Winter Wear – Weather can change quickly and without notice.  Students should
always bring or wear a jacket to school.  Please check the forecast before sending
students to school so they are dressed appropriately to ensure their warmth and safety.
A weather report may be found by phoning 452-3553 or 844.  Students go outdoors for
recess until the temperature reaches -20 F so it is especially important for students to
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come to school properly clothed.  Layers of clothing give the advantage of "dead-air
space" which locks in body heat.  From October through March, students should have
the following items available to them during the school day:

● Boots - Feet tend to sweat indoors and then are prone to frostbite outside. Footwear
such as moon-boots, Sorrels, bunny-boots or most mukluks are appropriate.
Leather or vinyl fashion-boots are not designed for below-zero weather.

● Parka with Snowpants or Snowsuit – These should be heavy winter weight, not a
thin jacket.  Down or polyester fiberfill lining is usually warmest.  If long johns are
worn, outer pants should fit loosely.

● Gloves/Mittens – Down, wool or polyester fiberfill are warmest.  Fabric mittens are
usually soaked with snow during the first five minutes of recess, leaving cold hands
for the remaining time.  Mittens are preferred over gloves because they provide the
added body heat from the other fingers.  For younger children, it is helpful to use
yarn or string to tie the mittens to the parka.

● Hat – A warm, knit stocking cap and/or thick, ear-covering headband is a must.  A
hood usually isn’t snug enough to protect the ears. Most body heat is lost through
an uncovered head.

● Scarf or face covering – Are recommended for face protection from the cold.
● Water boots – Are useful for breakup time.

BALLOONS
Balloons will not be delivered to classrooms.  This is because of latex allergies and to
help prevent distractions during instructional times. Balloons and large items that are
delivered to the school will be held at the office until the end of the day.
BAND/ORCHESTRA
Band and Orchestra classes are available for students in grades 4-6.  Please contact
the Band or Orchestra instructor for details.

BICYCLES
Students are welcome to ride bicycles to school if they observe bicycle safety rules.
Once inside the school fence bicycles are to be walked to the interior courtyard,
across from Room 129.  All bicycles must be locked. Bicycles may not be ridden on
the playground.

BUS PRIVILEGES
Rules – Students need to remain in their assigned seat and quietly follow all directions
and rules given by the bus driver.
Disciplinary Procedures – The driver is responsible for maintaining order on the bus.
In case of student misbehavior (safety concerns, harassment, etc.), the driver will
verbally warn students, issue bus rule reminders and/or write a Bus Misconduct.  Bus
Misconducts may lead to school detentions, temporary suspension or termination of bus
privileges.  Students must remember that riding the bus is a privilege.
Deviations – If students deviate from their regular bus stop or ride their regular bus
home with another student, parent/guardian permission is required.  The office staff will
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complete a Deviation Form when written or phone permission is received prior to 2:30
p.m.

COUNSELING SERVICES
School counseling is an integral part of the total educational program.  The program
addresses the needs of ALL students by helping them to 1) acquire and apply
knowledge of self and others, 2) achieve educational success, 3) develop competencies
in decision making and problem solving, and 4) develop competencies in social and life
skills.  Our counseling program provides classroom lessons and activities; group
counseling; individual counseling; consulting to parents, teachers and students; and
assistance with referrals to community agencies.

DISCIPLINE
Disciplinary Warnings and Reports – If students misbehave or act dangerously they
may be written a “Think About It” or Disciplinary Report (DR).  These may be written for
poor conduct in any area of the school, inside and out, and by any staff member.  “Think
About It’s” are considered less severe than a DR but still warrant a written record of the
behavior.
Multiple Disciplinary Reports – The Behavior Intervention Specialist and the Principal
will work with the student, family and staff members to individualize a disciplinary plan to
help the student become successful in school.  If severe or further problems persist, the
student may be subject to in-school suspension, out-of-school suspension or, in rare
and severe cases, expulsion from school.  The Principal or Acting Administrator will
always be in contact with the family regarding out-of-school suspensions or expulsions.
Property Damage – A student may be held personally responsible to pay for school
property damaged or destroyed as a result of his/her negligence or his/her intentional
acts.

School Rules – Follow all directions of teachers, staff and bus drivers.

DO:
•  Treat others with respect
•  Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself
•  Use appropriate voice levels
•  Walk while in the building
•  Stay seated on the bus
•  Use playground equipment safely and properly
•  Play in designated areas
•  Line up immediately at the bell or whistle
•  Go to the lunch line only when directed to do so
•  Eat in designated areas
•  Follow directions of teachers and other staff members
•  Cross at crosswalks with guards

DON’T:
•  Fight or play fight
•  Curse or use inappropriate language

Hunter Elementary Family Handbook Page 4



•  Tease
•  Use rude gestures
•  Throw rocks, snowballs or dangerous objects
•  Take cuts in line
•  Take others personal items
•  Loiter in halls or restrooms

[Please see “Playground Rules / Guidelines” section on page 10]

DRILLS
State law and District policy require periodic fire, earthquake, and lockdown drills.  All
students and adults in the building must participate in all drills.  Everyone is to walk and
remain calm and quiet during drills.

EMERGENCY CONTACT
If a student becomes ill or is accidentally hurt, the parent/guardian will be contacted.  If
we cannot contact the parent/guardian, the emergency contact number will be used. If
telephone numbers for work, home or emergency contact change during the
school year, it is important to notify the school office as soon as possible.

FIELD TRIPS
One permission slip is signed at the beginning of the school year.  The classroom
teacher will keep this on file and notify the parent/guardian when an outing is planned.
Classes may either walk or ride the bus for field trips.  Contact your child’s teacher if you
would like to accompany the class.  We request that siblings not be included.  Parents
that will be left alone with students will need to complete a Volunteer Background Check
Packet available through the office.

FOOD SERVICE
Meals – Breakfast and Lunch as well as milk can be purchased at school.  Meal prices
are listed on the school menu.  Menus can also be found on the Fairbanks North Star
Borough School District’s Web Page  (www.northstar.k12.ak.us). Applications for free
or reduced priced meals are available from the school office, and need to be
completed yearly.  A maximum of two lunch charges are allowed.  If your child finds
it necessary to charge, please make every effort to pay for the charge the following day.

HOMEWORK
The District believes that homework is an integral element of the learning process
(Policy 960.5).  It shall be directly related to what is being studied in class and shall not
be used as a disciplinary measure.  Homework shall be assigned regularly in grades 4-6
and is encouraged in grades K-3.  Our staff recommends that each child read at home
daily.

INSURANCE
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School district does not provide medical insurance
coverage for students injured at school. This means that you are responsible for the
medical bills if your child gets hurt during school. You may choose to purchase
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insurance for your student by accessing your Parent/Guardian PowerSchool account.
The accompanying student accident/health insurance plans are offered to help you pay
those bills. Many coverage options are available. The "Student Accident & Sickness
Plan" is the broadest, best coverage for students with no other insurance. Next best is
the "Full-Time 24/7 Accident Plan'' with "High Option" benefits. If your child does have
other health coverage, student insurance may also be used to help pay those eligible
charges not covered by other insurance (i.e. deductibles and co-payments). 

Detailed information regarding student health insurance options are available for
download from your Parent/Guardian PowerSchool account. If you have any questions,
please call the plan administrator, Myers-Stevens & Toohey & Co., Inc., at (800)
827-4695 or (949) 348-0656.

LOST AND FOUND ITEMS
An area for clothing items is maintained in the main hallway near the second wing.
Please label outerwear with students’ names to help return found items to their proper
owner.  All other items (eyeglasses, wallets, jewelry, keys, etc.) are kept at the office.
Unclaimed items are donated to a social service agency at the end of each quarter.
Please check for lost items periodically.

MEDICAL CONCERNS
Health - If a student is ill in the morning before school, it is in his/her best interest to
remain at home.  Students should stay home from school when they have abnormal
temperatures, undiagnosed rashes, colds, sore throats, red or running eyes, abnormal
pains or nausea.  Signs of illness indicate that your child would be better off in bed at
home than in a classroom.  For questions, please call the school Nurse.
Health Assessment – Assessments include screening tests for vision and hearing.  All
students will be evaluated early in the school year.
Medications – The Nurse must be advised of all medication to be taken at school.  All
medication sent to school must be in the original container, with the student’s name
printed on the prescription label, and left with the Nurse who will supervise its
administration. Long-term medication must be brought to the Nurse by a parent or
guardian and a “Request for Administration of Medication” form must be completed.
Short-term medication may be administered by school personnel with written or
telephone approval from the parent.  Over-the-counter medication may also be given
with the parent’s written permission.
Medical Excuses –Written requests from parents to excuse a child from physical
education or outdoor recess can only be accepted for up to three days.  A physician
must sign excuses for a longer period of time.
Tuberculosis Screening – TB testing is required for all Kindergarten students and
those who are new to the District.

NEWSLETTERS
The Hunter Newsletter will be sent home monthly. It will include notices for special
events, reminders of school activities and other important information.  Most teachers
send home updates and additional news in weekly classroom newsletters.
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NON-DISCRIMINATION NOTICE
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does not discriminate on the basis of
race, color, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, marital status, pregnancy, sexual
orientation or veteran status.  The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District does
not discriminate on the basis of sex in violation of Title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972 in the educational programs or activities which it operates.  The Fairbanks North
Star Borough School District does not discriminate on the basis of disability in violation
of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This includes admission or access to,
or treatment or employment in its programs, services, and activities.  Individuals
requiring further information should contact the designated compliance director:  Allison
Baldock, EEO Officer/Title IX Coordinator; 520 Fifth Avenue (4th Floor) Suite A, Room
411, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701; (907) 452-2000 ext. 11466, FAX (907) 452-3172;
allison.baldock@k12northstar.org.

PARTIES
Classroom parties and celebrations will be at the discretion of the classroom teacher.
Please inform the teacher if your child is not to participate in these events.  Parental
assistance is often needed.  Let your child’s teacher know if you are willing to be
involved. Balloons will not be allowed in classrooms. Please plan to take any large
items home with you after the classroom party.

PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION
Many accidents occur before class or immediately following dismissal.
Before School - For student safety, please do not send your child to school or leave
him/her on the playground before school hours.  Adult supervision is provided on the
playground from 8:20 to 8:45 a.m.  Please be aware that if students are on the grounds
earlier than 8:20 a.m. they will be unsupervised. Children may come into the building
for breakfast at 8:20, but they will not be admitted into classrooms until the bell rings at
8:45. (8:15-8:45 is a Teacher Planning Period and an important time to make final
preparations for the day’s instruction.)
After School- School is dismissed at 3:15 p.m.  Families should insist that students
report home immediately following dismissal except when extra curricular activities are
scheduled.  If a teacher requests that a student arrive before school or stay after
dismissal, the family will receive prior written or phone notification. Students who
receive rides home but have not been picked up by 3:30 will be brought into the school
building.  The driver will need to come into the school to pick them up.  The workday for
our daytime school staff ends at 3:45. For teachers, this includes 30 minutes designated
for planning.  Please assist us in keeping students safe by picking up students promptly.
In cases where students are not picked up by 3:45, OCS or FPD may be called.

RECESS
Recess is an integral part of the school program. It allows a break for students from
their studies and provides a time to exercise.  Teachers are not permitted to leave
students unsupervised in classrooms while other students are outside.  Consequently,
in accordance with District policy, all students must go outside with their class for
recess, up to -20 degrees, unless space in a Recess Zone is available.
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RECESS ZONES
Hunter students have a wide array of options during cold weather recess time.  They
may choose to go outside for a traditional recess period or a certain number of children
per class, each day, may select to go to an indoor location for a Zone. Choices include:
Library/Computer Zone, Music Zone, Game Zone, Study Zone, etc. Students are still
expected to have their winter gear each day in case they are not chosen for an inside
zone.

STAFF QUALIFICATIONS
Parents may request information on qualifications of teachers and paraprofessionals
working in any FNSBSD school.

STUDENT SIGN-IN/OUT
For the protection of students and to prevent unauthorized persons from taking students
from school, the following procedures will be followed when students leave during
school hours:
● No student will be permitted to leave with anyone other than the parent /guardian

unless permission of the parent or guardian has been secured by phone or in
writing.

● Persons picking up students are to report to the office and be prepared to identify
themselves with a driver’s license or other picture ID.  Any person taking a student
from school prior to regular dismissal time will be required to sign an
“Admission/Withdrawal” slip.

● When calling the school to request early dismissal, please be prepared to establish
your identity or to expect a call back so that we can verify your identity as the caller.

● Once a student arrives at school he/she cannot leave without permission of the
parent/guardian, Principal or Principal Designee. Students will not be sent home
without first contacting the parent/guardian.

TELEPHONES / PHONE CALLS
Hunter’s office phone will be monitored from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  During the school
day, students may use classroom phones only, with teacher permission.

Messages for Students – You may call the school office, 456-5775 ext 0, to leave
messages for your student.  Message phone calls should be made anytime before 2:30
p.m. so that the message can be hand delivered.  If messages are left after 2:30, your
message may need to be delivered over the PA speaker system, which makes us
unable to confirm that your message has been received by your child.

TEXTBOOKS AND MATERIALS
Textbooks, library books and other materials are issued to students on a loan basis and
become the responsibility of the student for care. In case of loss, unreasonable lack of
care or damage the student will be asked to pay for the book or material.  Students are
not to write in textbooks other than inserting their name in an appropriate place.
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TITLE I PROGRAM
Hunter Elementary is a Title I school.  This is determined by the percent of students that
qualify for free/reduced lunch.  As a Title I school in the Fairbanks North Star Borough
School District, we receive additional federal funds. These funds help us provide
supplemental academic support for our students, additional professional development
for staff, and increased parental involvement opportunities. If you would like to learn
more about the Title I Program please contact the school office at any time.

TRANSFER OR WITHDRAWAL
If a student will transfer or withdraw from school during the school year, please notify
both the school office and the classroom teacher at least three days prior to the
student’s last day at Hunter.  A transfer report will be made available with adequate
notice.

VOLUNTEERS

Parents are welcome to volunteer at school and encouraged to work with teachers for
volunteering opportunities. Parents who will be left with students or volunteering
regularly should complete a Volunteer Background Check packet available through the
office.

WALKING TO/FROM SCHOOL
Students should use sidewalks or walk along the edge of the street.  Parents should
encourage students to walk in groups.  A Crossing Guard is posted at the intersection of
17th Street and Gillam Way.  Please review with your children a safe, well-lighted route
to/from school.  Also remind students to avoid walking through the woods and be aware
of moose in the neighborhood. Reflective tape on clothing is recommended.
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PLAYGROUND RULES / GUIDELINES

Swings *No Pushing Allowed*
1) Only one person can be on a swing at a time.
2) Swing straight forward and straight back, not side to side.
3) Stop swing with your feet on the ground before you get off.  No jumping off a moving swing.
4) Swing while sitting on your bottom only.

Slides
1) Students need to slide down feet first on their bottoms.
2) Only one person can be on the slide and one on the ladder at a time.
3) No climbing from the bottom to the top of the slide.
4) The line forms in front of the steps of the slide.

Teeter Totter
1) Only one person on each seat at a time.
2) Wait until the teeter totter is level before you get off.

Basketball Hoops
1) Dunking is allowed, but please don’t hang on the rim.
2) No hanging or climbing is allowed on other parts of the basketball supports.

Soccer/Football Field
1)  Soccer and/or Football Games are to be played only on the large field on the west side of the
school when an adult supervisor is present.  When the field is slushy or muddy, students may be
requested to select another activity.
2)  When playing Soccer, do not climb or hang from the metal parts of the goal.  On the smaller
soccer goals, do not climb on the netting.

Multi-Colored Climbing Equipment
1) Students should use hands and feet to climb up and down.
2)  Hanging by knees or legs is prohibited.
3)  Do not climb above the equipment or on the outside of the tubes.
4)  Tag, horseplay or pushing others is not allowed while on the equipment.

General Game and Play Area Guidelines
1) Tag games are permitted in designated areas, as long as there is no hitting or tackling.
2) Wrestling, karate practicing and play fighting are never allowed on the playground.
3) No pushing is allowed while waiting or getting in line.
4) Set the rules for the game you are playing before you start.
5) Ice, slush and large puddle areas are not safe play areas and must be avoided.
6) Snow chunks and snowballs are great for building, but never for throwing.
7) Dirt and rocks are not to be thrown or kicked into the air.
8) Be safe and considerate of others while using the playground.
9) If an adult playground supervisor says an activity is not safe, the students need to stop the

activity.
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We warmly welcome you and your family to the Hunter School
Community.  Please become involved in our school. Research shows
that students benefit greatly when parents take part in their child’s
education.  The Hunter staff believes parents and teachers working
together is one of the best gifts we can give your child.  We are
convinced that…

Together, We Make A Difference!
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